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The House met at 10 a.m.

The Reverend Dr. Calvin V. French,
Pastor Emeritus, Community of Christ
Church, Washington, DC, offered the
following prayer:

God of our fathers and our God, who
has watched over us from generation to
generation, in prosperity and adver-
sity, in peace and in war, we give Thee
thanks.

As we begin this day filled with fresh
challenges and high duties that con-
front us, we are encouraged knowing
that Thy mercies and Thy grace are
new every morning. As we prepare for
work, we look to Thy Word and heed
the counsel in Proverbs: “Trust in the
Lord with all thy heart, and lean not
upon thy own understanding. In all thy
ways acknowledge Him, and He will di-
rect thy path.”

We thank Thee for our Republic
where free thought and expression and
diversity are honored. Help us to hear
the pleas of the people, but to hear
more clearly the voice of the Eternal
while remembering the words of our
Founding Fathers that we are one Na-
tion under God.

When evening comes and our duty is
done, may we know the deep content-
ment of work completed and words spo-
ken which honor our Nation and glo-
rify Thy name.

In His holy name we pray. Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman

from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) come for-

ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. CONAWAY led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING THE REVEREND DR.
CALVIN V. FRENCH

(Mr. BOSWELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOSWELL. Madam Speaker, I
would like to take this moment to
share some information about who just
offered our prayer, my pastor in Wash-
ington, DC.

Dr. French is Pastor Emeritus of the
Community of Christ Church located at
3526 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, DC. He served the con-
gregation for 25 years before retiring.
Previous to his assignment in Wash-
ington, he held pastorates in Boston,
Philadelphia and Des Moines. He has
served as a pastor for 50 years.

Reverend French holds degrees from
Grace University, Iowa University,
Drake University, and Temple Univer-
sity. He has done graduate work at
Harvard University and studied at
Princeton Theological Institute.

Dr. French for the past 28 years has
been a licensed clinical member of the
American Association of Marriage and
Family Counselors. He has been active
in this discipline and currently is li-
censed in the State of Maryland.

Dr. French is presently serving on
the board of trustees for Graceland
University. When his faith group start-
ed a theological seminary, he was
asked to serve as one of the first board
members. Previous to these appoint-
ments, he served for 10 years on the
board of Park College in Kansas City.

Reverend French is a member of the
Rotary Club of Washington, DC, having
joined in 1981. He has served on the Ro-
tary Foundation and is presently on

the governing board for Washington
Rotary. He has the distinction of being
the only pastor to be elected president
of the Washington Club in its 84-year
history. While in Washington, Rev-
erend French has been involved in
many community activities, including
working with St. Luke’s in estab-
lishing a neighborhood shelter for men.

Dr. French has been appointed to the
following boards and commissions dur-
ing his ministry in Washington: Presi-
dent Clinton appointed him to rep-
resent the White House on the USO
governing board. In this capacity, he
visited various military installations
and helped to provide a support pro-
gram for the Armed Forces and their
families. Dr. French was appointed by
the National Institutes of Health to
serve as a representative of the Na-
tional Conference on Health Fact Find-
ing Board. The board was designed to
research and explore the needs in mi-
nority health and education. He was se-
lected for the Board of National Con-
ference on Ministry to the Armed
Forces. This board provides opportuni-
ties for all denominations who so wish
to have chaplains from their faith in
the various military services. They
also work closely with the Chief of
Chaplains in helping to provide min-
istry to the troops. Reverend French
served on this board for 12 years. And,
lastly, Dr. French was asked to be a
delegate on the United States Attorney
General’s Commission on Pornography.
This study ended with recommenda-
tions presented to Congress.

For the past 25 years, he has rep-
resented the parent church of his de-
nomination in governmental affairs,
providing liaison service to the various
agencies of the government as well as
to the Congress. On occasion he has
been invited to offer the opening pray-
er for both the House and Senate.
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